ogy [1961]). As the author states, the book draws upon his "experience and accumulated teaching material," especially his recent teaching experiences at Cambridge University. Although the book is relatively short, its approach to neurobiology is strikingly comprehensive. Glees places great emphasis on anatomy (human and comparative), embryology, and histology, but there are also numerous small pockets of neurophysiology and neuropathology, with occasional clinical correlations. Much of the first part of the book, in particular, is written for the novice in neurobiology. Its style is simple, with an emphasis on basics. There are many interesting figures and drawings; the first 20 pages of the book contain 30 figures. Despite the often simple style, it is one of the rare books which may be read on several levels, and its figures contain large quantities of valuable information.
the author's style or to the nature of the translation; however, some passages are misleading, a particularly worrisome fault in a book intended for novices. For instance, the following sentence implies that there is no cardiopulmonary circulation: "As already emphasised in the section on brain metabolism, the supply of nourishment originating in the liver reaches the brain via the vascular system." Furthermore, there are quite a few errors in the book's figures (e.g., in Figure 7 -6, CA, cerebral aqueduct, is labeled AC, anterior commissure; in Figure 7 -7, dln,dorsolateral nucleus, is labeled ins, insular cortex).
Despite these relatively minor flaws, this book distinguishes itself because of the organization, wealth of information, and evolutionary and teleological approaches. Most notable, however, is the fact that it may be read on multiple levels. For this reason, I would recommend The Human Brain to a broad audience, either as an introduction to the field of neurobiology or to reacquaint the reader with the basics and to gain a different (that is, teleological) perspective. H. Perry's squadron during the great Battle of Lake Erie (War of 1812), served as professor at the young medical schools of Brown, Jefferson, and Dartmouth, was the author of several medical books, was vice president of the early American Medical Association, was an antiquarian and historian, and was one of the founding members of Rhode Island Hospital. (An interesting aside is that he was also the brother-in-law of the great Harvard physician, poet, and writer on puerperal sepsis, Oliver Wendell Holmes). Most important, however, is the fact that this is the story of a man who was a physician in post-colonial New England. Description of the sundry details of this man's life affords the reader a view of the practice of medicine during this important period in American history.
ELAN DANIEL Louis
Chapter one provides insight into the process of medical apprenticeship in the early eighteenth century, a time when there were few medical schools in the fledgling nation, and many young men went abroad to advance their studies in the British Isles. Goldowsky describes the duties and responsibilities of the colonial apprentice who "performed all sorts of chores, bordering on drudgery at times, but also valuable as a teaching device, such as spreading plasters, making pills, putting up 'recipies' [sic] , and cleaning and wiring skeletons. Each night one student slept in the house to take care of night patients." The similarity to the clinical training of the modern student is somewhat irksome.
Goldowsky's style of writing is not in the least dry or tiresome-the book flows quite well, and one is able to read it as easily as a novel. This circumstance is quite
